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Veteran
Eugene Ceglowski

Can you imagine being completely isolated with almost no contact with your family
for a year? That is what some people who served in the U.S Air Force endured. With
temperatures as low as 65 degrees below zero, the Galena Air Base has etched itself into
the memory of local veteran Eugene Ceglowski.

Mr. Ceglowski entered Cornell University where everyone had to take R.0.T.C
(Reserve Officer Training Corps) in 1954. He was in the R.O.T.C. for four years two of
which were spent in advanced training. After his time was up he had a tough choice to
make. He needed to decide whether he should sign a contract that said he was to stay in
the Air Force for an ﬁnlimited amount of time or to leave the service altogether. .He
signed the contract and was willing to stay the minimum of two years. Mr. Ceglowski
was 21 when he signed this contract but was 22 when he started active duty.

Mr. Ceglowski served for four years in the U.S. Air Force instead of two because he
had orders to finish. His first two years were served at Pease Air Base in New Hampshire.
The base, he said, was as big as the town of Rupert. After his two years there he got
transferred to Alaskan Air Command in Anchorage, Alaska and then got moved to
Galena Air Base, which is on the northern tip of Alaska next to the Yukon River.

Mr. Ceglowski also told me that he chose to go into the service because it was the best
choice for him in college and his brother had served so he felt he should too. Mr.
Ceglowski achieved the rank of First Lieutenant in his four active years in the Air force.
In his inactive years Mr. Ceglowski achieved the rank of Captain. He was in division 8-

17 air. He was also in the 8-17 combat support group. At Pease Air Force Base Mr.



Ceglowski was in the P.O.L. (Petroleum Oils Lubricants) section. He would fill
approximately 2 million gallons of fuel every day. He did this job every day for two
years. During this time Mr. Ceglowski was the assistant officer in charge and when he
was there he liked to play golf in his spare time.

The Galena Air Base had a very important job, which was to keep the Russians from
entering U.S. territory. When Mr. Ceglowski was in Galena he was in charge of nine
men. He was also the payroll officer and the recreation officer. Mr. Ceglowski’s job as
the recreation officer was to try and keep the members at the air base sane. They played
softball from June 15 through August 15 every year and on the longest day of the year
they would play from 10pm to 4am because at such a high altitude there was light at that
time. Two of the reasons people could go insane was the temperature and the light.
During one week the temperature never got above 59 degrees below zero and the sunrise
would be at 11:15am and sunset would be at 11:45am. Mr. Ceglowski told me that the
most important skills he learned in the Air Force were people skills. He learned that you
can tell somebody when to do their job but you don’t tell them how. Mr. Ceglowski also
told me that the way he usually kept in touch with his family was through letters that
would take a week to get to their destination. He would only call on Christmas or his
parents’ birthday because of the extreme cost of the calls.

When Mr. Ceglowski left the Air Force he got a job at UVM. He said that it took him
a while to get used to being out of the services. Mr. Ceglowski doesn’t belong to any
veteran organizations although he thought about it. Mr. Ceglowski also told me that he
still keeps in touch with his former captain who now lives in California and his friend

from Pease Air Base who lives in Texas.






